
 

 Display Policy  

Purpose 

 
Avon Free Public Library (the “Library”) in keeping with its mission of promoting 
knowledge, ideas, and cultural enrichment, uses displays to highlight community 

interests, information resources, or Library collections, services, or facilities. Library 
displays are provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all 

residents. Library displays provide access to content that is relevant to the 
research, independent interests and educational needs of residents. This policy 
provides procedures for the creation, curation, and oversight of displays both within 

the Library facility and in digital spaces controlled by the Library. 
 

Key Definitions 
 

“Display” is a collection or exhibit of physical or digital content that is located within 
the Library, arranged or organized by Library staff to highlight community interests, 
information resources, or Library collections, services, or facilities. Displays may be 

comprised of Library and other educational materials or items loaned or given to 
the Library for the specific purpose of displaying them. 

 
"Library and other educational material" means any material belonging to, on loan 
to or otherwise in the custody of a public library, including, but not limited to, 

nonfiction and fiction books, magazines, reference books, supplementary titles, 
multimedia and digital material and software.  

 
Scope 
 

This policy applies to displays within the Library, including on its grounds, and 
displays in digital spaces controlled by the Library, that are created by Library staff, 

entirely or in partnership with other community members or institutions. The 
display of art or other content created independently by members of the public in 
our Gallery or other locations in the Library is governed by the Exhibit Space Use 

Policy. 

  

https://www.avonctlibrary.info/exhibit-space-use-policy/
https://www.avonctlibrary.info/exhibit-space-use-policy/


Roles and Responsibilities  
 

The Library Board (the “Board”) delegates the oversight and management of 
displays to the Library Director and staff. Librarians are professionally trained to 

curate and develop displays, and as such are charged with using that professional 
training to create and maintain displays that highlight areas of the Library’s 
collection, complement Library programs, and enhance areas of the Library facility. 

 
Principles and Criteria 

 
Displays and programs are an important resource for voluntary inquiry, the 
dissemination of information and ideas, independent ideas, and educational needs 

of residents, and therefore may be developed in conjunction with partners from the 
community or use materials or items on loan from individuals or institutions.  

 
Library displays should represent a wide range of varied and diverging viewpoints. 
Displays will not be avoided because they may be controversial. Library staff 

consider various factors when making decisions about display topics, materials, and 
accompanying resources, including: 

 
1. Community needs and interest 

2. Availability of display space 
3. Historical, cultural, or educational significance 
4. Enjoyment and entertainment of patrons 

5. Connection to local, regional, or national programs, exhibitions, or events 
6. Relation to Library collections, programs, and services 

7. Community partners who may be invited to co-sponsor displays 
 
All library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the 

protections against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the CT General 
Statutes. 

 
Intellectual Freedom and Censorship 
 

The Library adheres to the principles of intellectual freedom adopted by the 
American Library Association as expressed in its Library Bill of Rights, Freedom to 

Read, and Freedom to View statements.  
 
The Library recognizes that some displays may not be considered appropriate by all 

patrons. Selections will not be made based upon anticipated approval or 
disapproval, but solely on the merits of the display serving the interests of the 

overall library patron community.  
 
Expressions of opinion about Library displays are welcomed. An individual with a 

vested interest who wishes that a specific display be reconsidered, that is to say 
removed, must follow the Library’s Review & Reconsideration Policy. Requests for 

removal of displays are limited to individual residents of Avon, Connecticut.  

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement
https://www.avonctlibrary.info/review-reconsideration-policy/


Applicable CT State and Federal Laws  

This policy is in accordance with Public Act 25-168, section 322: 

“The board of trustees, or other governing body, of each public library shall 

adopt a… library display and program policy... Each such policy shall ensure 
that all library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance 
with the protections against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the 

general statutes, including, but not limited to, discrimination based on race, 
color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation or 

disability.” 

Location 

This policy is housed on the Avon Free Public Library Website:  

https://www.avonctlibrary.info/policies/ 

A copy is maintained in the Library’s Administration Office. 

Approved by the Library Board: 10/21/2025 

https://www.avonctlibrary.info/policies/

